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In 2022, the church security world felt the brutal murder of one of our own in 
Albuquerque, NM. Church Security operator Daniel Bourne was killed by a man who ran 
him down in a truck as Bourne was patrolling the parking lot of the Calvary Chapel 
Church in Albuquerque, NM. Evidence quickly led authorities to a local man by the 
name of Marc Ward. 

The trial of Marc Ward started this week and will continue into next week. 

BNN Breaking journalist, Muhammad Jawad wrote of the trial, 

As the trial progresses, it serves as a somber reflection on the vulnerabilities faced by 
individuals tasked with ensuring the safety of communal spaces. The case against 

Marc Ward, with its mix of direct and circumstantial evidence, underscores the 
complexities involved in achieving justice. Whether through a conviction or acquittal, 

the outcome of this trial will undoubtedly have lasting implications for the 
Albuquerque community and beyond, prompting a deeper examination of the 

measures needed to protect those who dedicate themselves to the safety of others.[i] 

Jawad captured one of many realities of church security operations. 

Everything you do could end up at the mercy of a jury. The outcome will not only affect 
you (and perhaps your surviving family, as is this case), but will have lasting 
implications applicable to all those who dedicate themselves to the safety of others. 

When you watch any trial, consider one stark reality of the courtroom. As a jury hears 
compelling narratives from strangers in front of them, the only ones of those strangers 
not required to tell the truth, are the attorneys themselves.  

You will never see an attorney lay his hand on the bible and swear to tell the truth. They 
don’t have to.  

  

Think About it 

The potential of a trial, related to their actions, with all the realities of the courtroom, 
are trained into law-enforcement officers of any agency. All 50 states have their own 
version of “Pattern Jury Instructions.” Some agencies make their state’s version a 
required reading for new officers. 

That church wants God’s will (which is always truth). I believe truth will prevail in this 
case due to the kind of man Daniel Bourne was, and the effective security program of the 
church. 

  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Trial Begins in 2022 Killing of Guard at Calvary Church  

Testimony began Tuesday in the trial of a man charged with using a truck to strike and 

kill a security guard at Calvary Church in 2022. 

 

Marc Ward, right, sits with his attorney, Douglas Wilber, at the first day of his first-degree 

murder trial Tuesday in the 2022 killing of a security guard at Calvary Church. 
Olivier Uyttebrouck/Journal 

Prosecutors allege that Marc Ward, 36, used his father’s Ford F150 to hit 61-year-old 

Daniel Bourne as he approached the truck in the church parking lot in Northeast 

Albuquerque. 

 

Marc Ward, right, views evidence on a video screen with his attorney, Douglas Wilber, at the 

first day of his first-degree murder trial Tuesday in the 2022 killing of a security guard at 

Calvary Church. 
Olivier Uyttebrouck/Journal 

 

 



Ward is charged with first-degree murder in Bourne’s killing. The 2nd Judicial District 

Court trial is expected to continue through March 6 before Judge David Murphy. 

Skip Heitzig, Calvary’s senior pastor, and about two dozen other church members, filled 

the gallery of the courtroom Tuesday when attorneys made opening statements. 

Ward’s attorney told jurors that prosecutors lack security video or eyewitness testimony 

to prove that Ward intentionally killed the security guard. 

Calvary Church, one of New Mexico’s largest churches, has a 25-acre, seven-building 

campus on Osuna NE, just west of Jefferson, Calvary’s director of security, Vincent 

Harrison, testified Tuesday. The church has a membership of 10,000 to 12,000, he 

estimated. 

Bourne was wrapping up his security shift at about 9:15 p.m. on Sept. 23, 2022, when he 

noticed a blue pickup at the north end of the church parking lot. 

“This case is about Daniel Bourne’s last moments,” Assistant District Attorney Savannah 

Brandenburg-Koch said in opening statements. “Marc Ward violently struck Dan once, 

probably twice, murdering him with his father’s F150 in the parking lot of Calvary 

Church.” 

Ward then dragged Bourne’s body to an arroyo at the north end of the church property, 

“disposing of it like it was nothing,” she told jurors. 

Prosecutors did not suggest a possible motive for the killing. 

Harrison testified that he drove to the church after Bourne stopped responding to text 

messages. Harrison said he attempted lifesaving measures, but Bourne failed to 

respond, he said. 



Bourne, a former commander with Bernalillo County Fire Rescue, sent two group text 

messages and two photos of the truck to his supervisor and other security in the 

moments before he was killed. 

“Dan always documented his interactions when he approached people, and on Sept. 23, 

he sent two text messages to his workgroup,” Brandenburg-Koch told jurors. 

Prosecutors also played a video recording that Bourne made on his cellphone, which he 

clipped onto his pocket, largely obscuring the camera but recording the sound. 

Brandenburg-Koch said the sounds on the 11-minute video suggest that Ward 

accelerated toward Bourne, who fired a handgun twice at the truck. 

Other sounds suggest that after he struck Bourne, Ward turned the truck around, 

accelerated and struck Bourne a second time, she said. 

Douglas Wilber, Ward’s attorney, said prosecutors’ interpretation of the sounds in the 

video are conjectural and fail to show what actually happened that evening. 

“We know that Mr. Bourne was alive throughout the duration of that video because he is 

still breathing,” Wilber told jurors. 

“The prosecution wants to say that this was a murder, but they can’t show that this was a 

murder,” he said. 

Albuquerque police who responded to Harrison’s 911 call found a blood trail and tire 

tracks leading to the arroyo where Bourne was found, according to a criminal complaint. 

Bourne’s body showed “drag marks” and major head trauma. He died at the scene. 

Police found a single 9mm bullet casing where the tire marks and blood trail began, but 

Bourne’s gun and other items were missing, the complaint said. 



The photo Bourne sent to coworkers showed the truck’s license number, which was 

registered to Ward’s father, police said. Detectives found the vehicle in the family’s 

driveway. 

Police searched the truck and found a dent in the driver’s door consistent with a “bullet 

being deflected” and hair and skin in a headlight crack, along with other damage, the 

complaint Said. 

Man sentenced to life in 2022 Calvary Church Killing  

A District Court Judge on Monday sentenced Marc Ward to Life in prison after a jury 

found him guilty of first-degree murder in March of using a truck to kill Calvary church 

security officer Daniel Bourne.  

  

 

 


