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“So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do.” 2 Thessalonians 1:11

Is God calling you to global healthcare missions? MedSend can help.
MedSend was founded to speed healthcare professionals to the mission field by removing the obstacle of educational debt. We do this by offering student loan repayment grants to healthcare professionals who have completed their training and are headed for career, full-time medical missions service under the authority of a mission board that collaborates with us -- a MedSend "Associate." Currently, there are over 60 Associates and you can see a list of them on our website www.medsend.org with links to most of their sites. For those serving in the U.S., Christian Community Health Fellowship (CCHF) acts as the Associate providing screening and accountability for missionary candidates and the clinics at which they serve.  If you receive a MedSend grant, we will make your monthly healthcare-related educational loans while you serve. Our standard grant term is up to four years. Grant renewals are generally available for additional terms each up to four years.
Not just for physicians

Healthcare professionals who are automatically eligible to apply for MedSend grants are: physicians (MD & DO), dentists, nurses, veterinarians and physician assistants. Others are considered on a case-by-case basis, depending largely on the need on the mission field as expressed by the Associate. There is a precedent for grants to pharmacists, dental hygienists, mental health professionals, optometrists, physical therapists and other healthcare professionals. Please note that at this time, MedSend does not accept grant applications from chiropractors.
What we look for

When reviewing applications, our board looks for the healthcare professional who:

· Is called to use his or her healthcare training to serve the poor and underserved and spread the gospel.

· Is committed to serving a four-year term or at least a two-year term and open to career service.

· Is within 18 months of leaving for a career of healthcare missions service.

· Has established a relationship with a MedSend Associate sending agency.

· Intends to work primarily in healthcare, in work that will include community and public health or health education.

· Has experience working among the underserved and poor and intends to serve among the underserved and poor.

· Has a personal, growing relationship with Jesus Christ and experience communicating this relationship to others.

· Has been active in a local church.

· Has demonstrated fiscal responsibility and stewardship maturity.

· Has demonstrated a missionary lifestyle.

· Starts making student loan payments as soon as earning begins, such as during internship or residency.
· Has completed professional training and licensure requirements, with at least some of the training completed in the U.S.

· Has educational loans from U.S. lenders at a reasonable rate of interest.

How to apply
If you meet the above requirements, please fill out a preliminary application on our website, www.medsend.org.  Go to Apply Online the Resources section of the website. You can also click on Application Process for more detailed information. Our board meets to approve applications three times a year, with deadlines for receipt of completed application of January 15, May 1 and September 1.
Start preparing now!

If you feel God is calling you to healthcare missions, it is never too early to begin preparing by strengthening your relationship with the Lord, investigating healthcare missions and mission boards, and developing a "missionary mindset," in terms of your lifestyle and finances.  
Research sending agencies
To qualify for a MedSend student loan repayment grant, your missions service must be under the authority of one of the sending agencies or mission boards that collaborate with us—a MedSend “Associate.”  MedSend Associates provide screening, training, assignment, oversight and accountability for MedSend grant recipients. You can see a partial list of our Associates with links to most of their sites at www.medsend.org.   We encourage you to link over to our Associates’ websites and ask questions about where needs are greatest for missionaries with your particular healthcare specialty.  The Lord can use that type of inquiry to help you clearly discern His call.

Begin a life of service
Take every opportunity to focus on your personal spiritual development through Bible studies, personal devotions and sharing your faith with others. Get involved in ministry through your local church and other Christian organizations, including ministry to the poor. Short term mission experience is important, but one or two of these experiences should be enough to affirm God’s call on your life. The rest of your time off from school can be used to earn money in order to minimize borrowing for your education or to make payments on outstanding student loans. We do not recommend borrowing money to finance short term mission trips. Money for these trips should be raised from friends and church missions committees.
Start living a “missionary lifestyle”

It is never to early to start living a “missionary lifestyle.” By that we mean:

· Missionaries buy what they need, not what they “want.” They “want what they have.” Missionaries can’t afford everything they want, but they can afford what they need.

· Missionaries “use things up, wear things out, make things do, or do without.”

· Missionaries have a conserver mentality rather than a consumer mentality.

· Missionaries don’t “shop.” They buy with a list of needs and don’t buy anything by impulse. Shopping leads to buying things you don’t really need.

· Missionaries always maintain the spiritual discipline of giving to God, but not with borrowed money. Sometimes they can only give by self-denial – giving up a necessity in order to give to God. If you have educational debt, we recommend that you limit your tithing to 10% and that you do not support other missionaries. Focus instead on debt-reduction.
Demonstrate financial responsibility
Borrow with great care and for needs only with a budget in hand. Do not simply accept the amount the financial aid office tells you that you should borrow. Typically, a person with a restrained lifestyle can live on thousands less than the lenders want them to borrow. The less you borrow, the easier it will be for you to enter full-time Christian service and lead a victorious Christian life. You will develop habits that insure a lifetime of financial success regardless of how much income you earn during your lifetime. More tips: 

· To minimize educational borrowing, it often makes sense to attend the least expensive U.S. school you can, which is usually your state university. A conscientious student can get an excellent education in any licensed, reputable program.  

· Always think about repayment. Begin making loan payments even before required – as soon as you earn your first dollar – if at all possible. Be aware that MedSend grants cover only educational loans related to healthcare training and not consumer credit.
Contact us

You can contact MedSend at 203-891-8223 or info@medsend.org. Visit MedSend on Facebook (and please “like” us!) and on our website at www.medsend.org.  Randy Carey (randy@medsend.org/630.926.6308)
