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ENGAGING WITH WISDOM
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wesdome \Vision We v.\'/illbui\d real relationsnips

Christian families committed to the shalom of with those providentially inour Jerusalem,
their neighbors . through prayer and action,

with grace and wisdom and truth,
belng attractively winsome,
tearing down walls, building up trust,
doing the work of the Kingdom.



How shall we then engage’ with Grace and Wisdom



Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, f any of you lack wisdom, he should ask God,
making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech -
always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so
that you might know how to respond to each person.

who gives generously to all without reproach,
and it will be given to Him.

—

-James 1:5

-Colossians 4:5-6
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Who is wise and understanding among vou? By For where jealousy and selfish ambition ex|st,

his good conduct let him show his works in the there will be disorder and every vile practice. But
meekness of wisdom. But If you have bitter the wisdom from above is first pure, then
Jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts,do peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the and good fruits.
- wisdom that comes down from above, butis - ’ Jameés3:13-17-

earthly, unspiritual, demonic.



the Golden Key to getting wisdom:

ask for yourself...and vou will probably
- get nothing

ask for the shalom of others, and you will

and we need both wisdom and graceto
engage our Nneighbors



- Applying Neighborly Wisdom ,
& Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity:.

| et your speech é\ways pe With grace, as thougn
seasoned with salt, so that you might know how to
- respond to each person. -

wisdom considers them

-Colossians 4:5-6






- Applying Neighborly \/\/isdom

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.

wisdom considers them Let your speech always be with grace, as though
a . : seasoned with salt, so that you might know how to
+ Life stage/family structure respond to each person.
+ Situation/needs/issues ' - ' Colossians 4:5-6

+ Personality/spiritual state



Applving Neighborly Wisdom

Conduct you rselves with wisdom tows ra

opportunity - kairos - (season, epoch) outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
making the most - exagorazo (redeem) Let your speech glways be with grace, as though
. " seasoned with salt, so that you might know how to
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise respond to each person.
- but as wise, making the most (exagorazo) of the - | -Colossians 4:5-6

opportunity (kairos), because the days are evil.

-EpheSlaﬂS 515‘16 eks_ah_gg_rah’_zgh

Gal 3:13, Christ has redeemed us from
the curse of the law...




- Applying Neighborly Wisdom

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.

learn how to ‘season’ our speech et your speech always be with grace, as thougn
_ : seasoned with salt, so that you might know how to
not a “cookie cutter” approach respond to each person.
and -Colossians 4:5-6

not according to our script



. App |y| g Ne gh slo rly Wisdom Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.

learn how to listen | et vour speech always be with grace, as though
. : seasoned with salt, so that you might know how to
develop the art of listening ' respond to each person.

« : 5 -Colossians 4:5-6
not a prep time” for our next words



- Applying Neighborly Wisdom

learn how to ‘binah’ SO from now on we regard no one
; from a worldly point of view.

engaging with wisdom and understanding | -2 Corinthians 5:16
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which is the "thinker"?

t which is the feeler™
a brief look at the -~
d hd the 181 nd . ~ For as aman thinks in his heart, so is he.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you, but his 'S not with you.

-Proverpbs 23:/



For as a man thinks in his heart, so Is he. .' " Thischildis destined...to be a sign that will be spoken against, so
“Eat and drink!” he says to you. but his s not with you. that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed... -Luke 2:34-35

—Droverbs Pt

Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will

In your hearts do not think evl| of each other. -Zechariah 7:10 forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. -Acts 8:22

Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in

| For the word of God IS Iivihg and active. Sharper than any double-
their hearts. | -Mark 2:8

edged sword, It penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints

The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had and marrow; It judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of -Hebrews 4
the human heart was only evil all the time.  -Genesis 6:5 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God”  -Psalms 14:1

7




if the heart “thinks’ anq Nas . e good question

‘thoughts'...then what is the
difference between the anag
th em i N d’) ' SBsrirednwork starts here on the right




For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander.

-Matthew 15:19






Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
L ORD looks at the heart. -1 Samuel 16:7

.you alone know each human heart. -1 Kings 8:39

.You probe my-heart... -Psalms 17:3



Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your
truth; give me an undivided heart, that | may fear

YOur Name.
-Psalms 86:11
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moving the Royal Law from
our mind to our heart



Do we really believe that
what we believe

s really real?



= So from now on we regard no one
Engagmg with Wisdom ; from a worldly point of view.

-2 Corinthians 5:16

because we need both wisdom and grace
to engage our nelghbors






ok _ ' Do we see “‘events” in our lives as
SURgEIse™ obstacles to our script...

or opportunities in the Meta-Narrative
brought by the sovereign hand of God?

Rosaria and Pastor Kent Butterfield






edpe Vision Py EATE
We will build real relationships

Christian families committed to the shalom of with those providentially in our Jerusalem,
their neighbors ’ through prayer and action,

with grace and wisdom and truth,
belng attractively winsome,
tearing down walls, building up trust,
doing the work of the Kingdom.



't may take vears to build up a deep relationship,

bUI|dIﬂg P | bummg down It takes but a moment to destroy It



The Black Forest trees took 40, 50, 100 years to
- grow... it took only the sweep of a raging fire hours
' T tatestroy thef=r

’
~
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even generations...
- aragingfire hours

destroyed them
- INn minutes




~ The Vision

and it doesn't matter who they are...

Christian families committed to the shalomof +athelst
thelr neighbors +skeptic
+angry at Goao

+Nnates Christians
+a Vinegar Man



There is one kind of nelgnbor that the Scripture

AT | | Hank Is someone’s son
says It will be nearly impossible to reacn...

..a prophet is not without honor except In Nis Whose son is living next door to you?
home town, and among his own relatives and Iin '

NS own housenold.
-Mark 6:4



But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forth nis Son, born of woman, born under the law,
But God is bringing many sons to glory! to redeem those who were under the law, so that
i N e e Te P we might receive adoption as sons. And because
vou are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!” So you are
"no longer aslave, but ason, and if a son, then an

? - -
Why does God send" -Galatians 4:4-7

Because He is bringing many sons to
glory! ... through you and mel!



But God Is bringing many sons to g‘OW! “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent fortn

B e 010 his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we mignt receive
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a
son, then an heir through God. -Galatians 4:4-7
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Why does God send?

Because He is bringing many sons to
glory! ... through you and mel!
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