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Foundations for Life #7: 
 
8 Universal Truths about 
The Sanctity of Human Life

Thomas W. Jacobson, Global Life Campaign 

There is no basis for revering the sacred gift of human life from fertilization or conception to natural death in evolutionary theories, humanism, Marxism, Communism, Buddhism, Hinduism, or Islam.  But there is a basis in the Bible and Judeo-Christian faith.  Here are 8 Universal Truths about the Sanctity of Human Life.  

1.  God created man in His image.  “In the beginning,” when “God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1), His final act on the sixth day was the pinnacle of His creation:  making man in His image and likeness (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7; 5:1-2; 9:6).  The Personal God made personal man.  Scriptures:  Psalm 36:9; 100:3; 119:73; Isaiah 44:2, 24; 45:12; 64:8; 1 Corinthians 15:39.  

2.  God created man for relationship with Him for eternity.  God created each person as an eternal being to live in right relationship with Him, and with other people.  That relationship was broken because of sin, as recorded in Genesis 3, but can be restored instantly through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, trusting His redemptive sacrifice for our sins.  God has offered to every person the opportunity to live with Him eternally through faith in Jesus.  
Scriptures:  Genesis 1:26-28; 2:16-18; 3:1-19; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Matthew 4:17; Luke 13:1-5; John 3:3-21, 35-36; 17:1-3; Romans 3:9-26; 5:12-21; 6:21-23; 10:8-10; 1 John 1:8-10.  

3.  God created man as “male and female” for marriage, procreation & family.  God ordained marriage when He created the first man and woman, and designed them to be joined together as “one flesh” in a lifetime covenant (Genesis 2:7-8, 18-25).  He ordained them to procreate and form a family when He commanded them to, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28).  It is through this union of love that He ordained a husband and wife to bring forth, nurture, and raise children.  Yet children born out of wedlock are to be equally cherished and protected.  God created women to be givers of life, and never to arbitrarily take life (Genesis 3:20), including by abortion.  Scriptures: Genesis 9:1; Leviticus 26:9; 1 Corinthians 11:7.  

4.  God knows a child before conception.  Another profound truth God revealed in the Bible is that He knows each person before we are conceived in our mother’s womb.  When God called Jeremiah to be a prophet, He said:  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you” (Jeremiah 1:5).  Every child is precious to God and known by Him before they are even a thought in the minds of their parents.  Scriptures:  Isaiah 49:1, 5; Matthew 1:20-23; Luke 1:15, 26-27, 30-32, 41; 2:21; Galatians 1:15.  

5.  God forms each child in the womb.  It is a profound revelation that God Himself forms each baby in his mother’s womb.  King David beautifully explained:  “Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother’s womb.  I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Thy works” (Psalm 139:13-16).  Scriptures:  Genesis 25:21-24; Job 10:10-12; 31.15; 33:4; Ecclesiastes 11:5; Isaiah 44:2, 24; 49:5; Zechariah 12:1. 
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6.  God brings forth children “from the womb,” as David realized:  “You are He who brought me forth from the womb; You made me trust when upon my mother’s breasts” (Psalm 22:9-10).  Scriptures:  Deuteronomy 32:18; Psalm 71:5-6; Isaiah 46:3; 66:9.

7.  Children are a gift from the LORD.  When the first child was born, Eve declared, “I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD” (Genesis 4:1).  King David, 3,000 years later, said, “Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward” (Psalm 127:3).  
Scriptures:  Genesis 4:1-2, 25; 33:5; 49:25; Ruth 4:13-17; 1 Samuel 1:1-20; 2:21.  

8.  God has a purpose for every child.  God is the Creator of all things.  Everything He creates He carefully designs with intimate and comprehensive thought and planning.  He doesn’t design anything without a purpose in mind and without complementarity with other aspects of His creation.  His intricate care is evident in the human eye with vision, ears with hearing, nose with the sense of smell, mouth with the sense of taste, skin with the sense of touch, arms and hands with the capacity to hold, legs and feet with the capacity to walk, etc.  So why would we think He has no specific design or purpose for an individual whom He lovingly forms in the womb?  

These truths given to us in the Bible and self-evident in life, are the unchangeable and universal basis for the sanctity of human life and the inherent right to life given by God. 

Pray that the understanding, and private and public recognition and affirmation, of these eight universal truths about the sanctity of human life would be restored in every nation.    

For the LORD, the sacred gift of life, and remembrance of the babies,   

Thomas W. Jacobson, 
Founder & Executive Director 
Global Life Campaign 
TJacobson@GLC.life  
GLC.life  
www.GLCPublications.com 

The purpose of the Global Life Campaign is to call and equip trustworthy disciples inspired by the Holy Spirit, to be a catalyst movement to establish principles and practices in nations that align with the Word of God and respect human life. 
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